
At A Glance
7 DAYS IN MAY-OCT, 2015
SOLO CROSSINGS AVAILABLE
GROUP OPTIONS AVAILABLE

3.5 KM SWIM (STRONG CURRENTS)
SUMMER WATER TEMP 73-77ºF
MUST BE AT LEAST 14 TO APPLYMUST BE AT LEAST 14 TO APPLY

Your fee includes your swim, boat, and pilots, but you will be responsible for your hotel and flight. You can fly 
into Rome and spend sometime in the iconic capital before flying to Reggio Calabria or Fontanarossa Airport 
in Sicily, or you can fly directly to Reggio Calabria from New York.

Your 7 days in Italy are the window to do the crossing. The exact date will be decided by the experts who Your 7 days in Italy are the window to do the crossing. The exact date will be decided by the experts who 
know the waters and can pick prime timing, weather, and currents to make it the best possible swim. In the 
meantime, Italy is your oyster! You can swim just about anywhere in the crystal clear water, or even take a 
break from the sea to rent scooters or picnic in the idyllic southern Italian landscape.

YOUR BOAT You will be followed by 
the Colapesce, a beautiful boat named 
after a legendary Messina boy Nicola – 
or Cola for short – who was turned into 
a fish and carries Sicily on his shoulder. 
When he switches shoulders – that’s 
an earthquake!

YOUR PILOT Giovanni Fiannacca will 
pilot the swim. He holds the record for 
swimming the strait – 37 minutes 36 
seconds – and has held it since 1975! 
Since then, he is president of the 
Colapesce and guides swimmers 
making the Messina crossing.

YOUR HOTEL Giovanni recommends 
the Oasi Azzura and Il Giechi di Mari, 
both charming B&B hotels with clean 
rooms, good breakfast, and friendly 
staff – and both right on the Strait! 
Have them booked for you as a part of 
a swim and lodging package.

Swim the Strait of Messina from Sicily to Italy

It’s summertime! What better a way to get your sunshine and an exciting 
warm-water swim in than to cross the Strait of Messina? In this beautiful warm 
weather event, you’ll swim from Messina Sicilia Via Fortino in Sicily to Canitello 
Calabria in Italy with strong currents in your favor.

Water World Swim Italy’s Coach Alessandro Gottardis will be at your side. 
With water at 73-77 degrees Fahrenheit, you can shed that wetsuit and soak 
up the blue Mediterranean – and the delicious food and wine in the region!

Coach Alessandro



Clockwise, from top left: Bronte, 
Mount Etna, Taormina, and Siracusa

In the area
It is best to rent a car in the region – not only will it give you freedom, 
but it will save you a headache with unreliable public transport! 
Unlike the mainland, Sicily is very driver friendly and you’ll have the 
chance to see some great spots.

Head south to see looming Mount Etna, the tallest active volcano in Head south to see looming Mount Etna, the tallest active volcano in 
Europe and a UNESCO World Heritage site. Thanks to its near 
constant activity, the soil is perfect for producing some of the most 
delicious wine and agriculture anywhere. Just north is a small town 
called Taormina which is a popular destination, perched on a cliff 
overlooking the Ionian Sea with beautiful little streets and an iconic
crystal water cove. 

Nearby is Bronte, world famous for its delicious pistachios, and all the way south down the gorgeous 
Eastern Sicilian coast, Siracusa, a 2,700-year old city teeming with Greek and Roman history. Outside of 
your swim, there is no shortage of adventures to be had!

Requirements
You must be at least 14 years of age to swim the Strait of 
Messina. In addition, you must have an Echocardiogram (EKG) 
and Stress test performed by a doctor, valid within one year of 
your swim date. Without meeting either of these requirements, 
you will not be able to swim.

We highly recommend travel insurance – and not just for your We highly recommend travel insurance – and not just for your 
stuff! Swimming in the open water can be dangerous. While we 
haven’t encountered any, there are jellyfish in the Strait and you 
want to be covered in case the unexpected happens. We are not 
responsible for any swim or open-water related injures.

Contact Alessandro Gottardis
alessandrogottardis@gmail.com

PRIVATE SOLO CROSSING ONLY: 
$750.00
$425 WWS MEMBERS; GROUP 
CROSSING ONLY
$549 NON-MEMBERS; GROUP 
CROSSING ONLY

PACKAGE OPTIONS (INCLUDES 6 PACKAGE OPTIONS (INCLUDES 6 
NIGHTS LODGING AND CROSSING)
$759.00 WWS MEMBERS; GROUP 
CROSSING ONLY
$899.00 NON-MEMBERS; GROUP 
CROSSING ONLY

50% DEPOSIT REQUIRED ; REMAINDER 50% DEPOSIT REQUIRED ; REMAINDER 
PAID  ONE MONTH BEFORE SWIM

About pricing
All prices listed are for swimming as a part of a group, except All prices listed are for swimming as a part of a group, except 
for the solo pricing. The first three fees listed on the left 
include application processing, booking the crossing, piloting 
and swim support, online coaching and preparation, and 
certification by Water World Swim and Water World Swim 
Italy.

The last two options give you a package discount including The last two options give you a package discount including 
the above plus 6 nights in a local bed and breakfast that we 
book for you! We are in partnership with the hotels below. 
50% swim deposit is required at the time of application. 
Final payment is due one month before your swim date. 
Dates can be changed up until one month before the set 
date.
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